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Manitoba Medical Service Foundation 
Honours 18 Medical Research Grant Recipients  
 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, April 25, 2012—FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Today, Manitoba Medical Service Foundation (MMSF) and Manitoba Blue Cross honours the 18 
recipients of this past year’s personal and research grants competition. MMSF, primarily funded by 
Manitoba Blue Cross, annually awards grants and professorships to medical and health-related 
research projects. Since the MMSF was established in 1971, over $18 million has been awarded to 
health research and education. 
 
“MMSF is very pleased to recognize the 18 new investigators who have been successful in our 
MMSF research competition for 2011. We also wish to thank the Winnipeg Foundation and the 
Manitoba Institute for Child Health who have been funding partners for some of the projects this 
competition and in previous years,” says MMSF Executive Director, Dr. Greg Hammond.  
 
“For 41 years, Manitoba Blue Cross has supported medical research projects through the MMSF. 
We define ourselves as Manitobans helping Manitobans, and through the MMSF, Manitoba gains 
by being able to attract high-calibre leaders in clinical medicine and allied health, which in turn has 
a direct impact on patient care in the province,” says Manitoba Blue Cross President and CEO, 
Andrew Yorke. 
 
In seeking funding for a research project, certain application criteria must be met. The foremost is 
the requirement that the research promotes scientific, educational or other activities for the 
maintenance and improvement of the health and well-being of Manitobans. MMSF is particularly 
interested in young scientists early in their careers.  
 
Areas of health research for this year’s recipients include:  
 

• Sleep apnea 
• Kidneys and urinary tract  
• Lungs 
• Movement 
• Obesity 
• DNA 
• Heart failure 
• Multiple sclerosis 
• Brain 
• Stem cells 
• Return to work barriers for cancer survivors 
• Physical activity 
• Gene therapy 
• Hyperammonemia in the human intestine 
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In providing local health research professionals, including first-time researchers, with much 
needed funding each year, the MMSF is able to advance research projects for the benefit of 
Manitoba and the world.  
 
For a detailed description of all 18 research projects and for more information on the Foundation, 
please visit Manitoba Medical Service Foundation’s website at www.mmsf.ca. 
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For more information contact: 
 
Heather Saxton, Marketing Communications Generalist 
Manitoba Blue Cross  
(204) 788-6889 
heather.saxton@mb.bluecross.ca 
www.mmsf.ca 
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